
Specific structures in fruit breeding and fruit cultivation have negative effects on food 
sovereignty, agrobiodiversity and sustainability in general. The concept of Commons is an 
alternative principle of resource management that carries the potential for a more 
sustainable use of natural resources, a democratization of resource governance, and for 
opening up experimental spaces beyond dominant management approaches. Five main 
characteristics from different Commons conceptualizations are applied to the organization 
of breeding to discuss the idea of commons-based fruit breeding: (a) normative entry points, 
(b) defined boundaries of both the community and the collectively managed resources, (c)
collective management and participatory processes, (d) collective ownership of goods and
resources, and (e) shared norms within the community. This approach potentially provides
contributions to more sustainability in fruit breeding and cultivation.
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